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Cheap flight, chic hotel

You’ve got the
budget airline ticket
– now splash out on
somewhere amazing,
saysTom Chesshyre

20
sexy
places
to stay

1ChâteaudeBagnols
nearLyons, France
It’s sortofdemeaning tocall theChâteau
deBagnolsasexyhotel. It’s agrandedame
ofabuilding: a 13th-century,painstakingly
cared-forcastlewith importantGothic
fireplacesandpriceless frescoes. It’s a
mini-fortress inapicture-perfecthamlet
justnorthofLyonssurroundedby
beaujolaisvineyards.Thishotel isn’t
thread-count-and-scented-candles sexy
(thoughthesheets are the finest linen).
Thechâteauhasamoatandadrawbridge.
It’s like sayingMichelleObamaorAnna
Fordarehot.But theyare.And it is. It’snot
theantique four-posterbeds, the
Michelin-starredrestaurantor the
architecturaldetailsheavingwith
significance (thoughtheyallhelp), it’s the

fact that thechâteau feels intimateand
discreetdespite, onthe faceof it, being
hugely imposing.
Simplepleasuresareencouraged: in

springyoumightwalk through its cherry

orchardandallowtheblossomtocaress
yourcheek. Insummeryoucould just sit in

‘‘Climb into adress-shaped
bed for a
scarlet woman

’’

theshadeof the renaissancecourtyardor
dive into thecircularoutdoorpoolon the
lawn. Inwinteryoumight takeawhisky in
frontofyour stonefireplace inoneof the
21 rooms. I thought Ididn’t like the sortof
service thatmeanswhite tableclothsand
toomanytypesof cutlery,buthere those
jobs that, afterall, have tobedoneare
undertakenquietly, impeccablyandare
soartfullydealtwith,youcan’t call it fussy.
Hotness factorAll thatGothic stoneand
marble—darkly sexy.
Detailschateaudebagnols.co.uk.Doubles
from£415,excludingbreakfast.EasyJethas
flights toLyonfromStansted from£50
LesleyThomas
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2AxelHotelGuldsmeden
Copenhagen,Denmark
Trendy eco-hotel with a cool basement
spa andminimalist rooms decorated in a

Balinese style with bamboo furniture.
There’s an excellent restaurant that uses
fresh organic ingredients and has lots of
vegetarian options. The superb
penthouse has a roof terrace with great
views and a secluded hot-tub.
Hotness factorOrganic food and superb
penthouse.
Details hotelguldsmeden.com. B&B
doubles from £125. EasyJet flights
from £49.

3ThreeSistersHotel
Tallinn,Estonia
Part of theDesignHotels group,
Three Sisters consists of three
14th-century townhouses that have
been transformed into a boutique hotel
within Tallinn’s ancient city walls. Rooms
are big, with exposed beams and large
baths and all the high-tech gadgets that

you could want. It feels a bit like a James
Bond love-nest hideaway.
Hotness factor Boutique love nest in the
Old City.
Details threesistershotel.com.
Balticholidays.comhas two nights’ B&B
from £193pp. EasyJet flights from £54.

4Hotel Sacher
Vienna,Austria
Sheer opulence in one of themost
romantic cities in the world. Rooms
manage to be seductively ornate, yet
modern and slick at the same time.
The blue-themed bar is candle-lit and
discreet. The hotel is bang opposite the
opera house, too.
Hotness factor Seductive candle-lit bar.
Details sacher.com. B&B
doubles from £338. EasyJet has
flights fromGatwick from £64.

château feels
intimate and
discreet . . .
there’s nothing
too grand
about it

’’

5 Il Salviatino
Florence, Italy
Thebest reasontostayat IlSalviatino,an
historic 15th-centurypalazzo inFiesole, in
thehillsaboveFlorence, is thatyoucansee
thesightsandmakeaquickescape—on

thecomplimentary shuttlebus—andfind
yourselfon itspeaceful terrace20minutes
laterwithaglassofprosecco inhand,
enjoying fabulouscityviews.
Thehotelhas large,high-ceilinged

roomsandahandsome, central staircase.
Theoverall feeling isunderstatedand
quiet—almost scholastic, but Igrewto
like its sobrietyand itonlygoes so far.
WhatstudenthasBosespeakers embed-
ded in theceilingofhis study?Everything,
fromthebed linento thesolid-oak
flooring, is topquality.Nobling,no
ostentation: just beautifulmaterials.
Aspa,offering theusualThai

treatments,andanoutdoorpool,will be
completed thisyear.Food,deliveredby the
FlorentinechefSaverioSbaragli, is
delicious.Typicaldishes include
home-made spaghetti andbeefbraised in
chianti.Yourown“serviceambassador”
canbecalledforanything:breakfast, room
service,eventoaccompanyyouto
Florence—shouldyoubeshortofadate.
Hotness factorLuscious food.
Details salviatino.com.B&Bdoubles from
£433.Ryanairhas return flights from
Stansted from£34.
KateQuill

6Hotel SanFrancesco
AlMonte
Naples, Italy
Theviewsacross the rooftopsofNaples
onwards toMountVesuvius inone
directionandCapri in theother fromthis
hotel ontheslopesofSanMartinohill are

quite spectacular—especially fromthe
rooftoppool.Thehotel is inanold
monasteryandroomshaveornate,
traditionaldecorations.Not flashy,
butclassy.
Hotness factorRooftopviewsofVesuvius.
Details laiholidays.co.uk.Threenights

from£245pp, airport transfers included.
EasyJethas flights fromGatwick,Stansted
andLiverpool from£54.

7MaisonMoschino
Milan, Italy
Thehottestnewhotel in Italy’s fashion
capitalhasoutlandishroomswith
four-posterbedsandscrumptiouspurple
roomswithballgown-shaped lampshades.
Createdby theMoschino fashionhouse.
Hotness factorAred,dress-shaped
bed forascarletwoman.
Detailshotelphilosophy.com.Doubles
from£225.EasyJethas flights fromLuton,
Gatwick,Bristol andEdinburgh from£60.

8GastwerkHotel
Hamburg,Germany
Set inanoldmunicipalgasworkswith
fabulous loft roomsandgiantpenthouse
suiteswithvastbeds, vibrantdecorations
andexposedbeams.There’s achilled-out
spaanda lively restaurantandbar.
Hotness factorLoft lifewithvastbeds.
Detailsgastwerk.com.Loftdoubles from
£134, suites from£245.EasyJethas flights
fromLutonandGatwick from£54.

9Propeller IslandCityLodge
Berlin,Germany
Perhaps thewackiestofourchoices, this
hotelhas roomswithbedsdesignedto
lookas though theyare“flying”,a
diamond-shapedroomcoveredwith
mirrors, circularbedsandsunkenbeds.
Hotness factor Impossiblysexybeds.
Detailspropeller-island.de.Doubles
from£87.Ryanairhas flights from
Stansted from£6.

10Stage47
Düsseldorf,Germany
AnOTT, swankyhotelwitha filmand
theatre theme:artyblack-and-white
picturesof starsaredotted throughout.
Thepublic roomshaveaboudoir-like feel,
withredsofas, black lampshadesand

‘‘This grandedame of a
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hiddennooks fordrinks.Roomsare large.
Roundthecorner fromtheSavoyTheatre.
Hotness factorFilmstarcachet.
Details stage47.de.Doubles from£139.
Ryanairhas flights fromStansted from£6.

11VillaKennedy
Frankfurt,Germany
Thiselegant five-starhotel, close to the
RiverMain, isbased inamockGothic
palacebuilt in 1904.Theroomsare large
withmutedcolour schemesandtasteful
splashesofmodernart.There’s ahuge
indoor infinitypoolanda snazzy spa.
Hotness factorClassy,Gothic lovenest.
Detailsvillakennedy.com.Doubles from
£207.Ryanairhas flights fromStansted
from£17.99.

12HotelHaven
Helsinki, Finland
Opened lastyear, this stylishhotelhasa
plushupmarket interiorwithmarble
floors,originalmodernart, cool fireplaces
encased inglassandaquirkyedge.Eachof
thebedroomscomeswithunderfloor
heating (for thebitterwinters).
Hotness factorHightechhideaway.
Detailshotelhaven.fi.B&Bdoubles from
£127.Easyjethas return flights from
GatwickandManchester, from£59.

13TheAugustine
Prague,CzechRepublic
Notso longago itwasmonks inrobes
wanderingalong thesehallways;nowit’s
guests inbathgowns,heading for thebijou
basementspa,where“spiritualbliss
treatmentsdevoted todeliveringpurity,
energyandbalance”areonoffer.The
Augustine, partof theRoccoForte
Collection, isbased inmonasticbuildings
fullof vaultedceilings, partsofwhich
dateback to the13thcentury.One
detachedwing,notopentoguests, still
housesahandfulofAugustinian friars.
Ourroomfeelsas thoughthoughthas
gone intoeverydetail.Thereare stylish
chairswithV-shapedbacksnext toamber
lightsonsidetablesonwhichtheworksof
Dostoevskyandbooksof lovepoemsare
placed just so.MusicbyDvorák isplaying
gentlyaswearrive.Theceilingsarehigh
and, thisbeinga formermonk’scell, the
walls thick, so there’snoworriesabout
noise.Afteraday’s sightseeing—the

Augustine is just belowPragueCastle—
thedownstairsBreweryBar,with its
flickeringcandlesandsenseof (monastic)
peace, isagreatplace torelax.
Hotness factorClassicalmusic in
sumptuousconvertedoldmonk’scells.
Details theaugustine.com.Doubles from
£200.EasyJethas return flights from
Stansted,Gatwick, andBristol from£50.
Tom Chesshyre

14FitzwilliamHotel
Belfast,Northern Ireland
Next to theGrandOperaHouse, this is a
slickcontemporaryhotelwith roomswith
limegreenandstrikingzig-zagdesigns.
Recently included in theCondéNast
Traveller’s “HotList”ofhotels.Highlights
includeaMichelin-starredrestaurant.
Hotness factorSlickdesignandMichelin
starredrestaurant.
Details fitzwilliamhotelbelfast.com.
Doubles from£100.Ryanairhas flights
fromStansted from£18.

15AvalonHotel
Gothenburg,Sweden
RoomsattheAvalonhavearetro1960s
look—lotsofbrightdesignerchairsmixed
withhigh-techminimalism.Thepenthouse
isvastandthere isa livelybaranda

restaurantservingnouveaucuisine.
Hotness factorRetroretreat, livelybar.
Detailsavalonhotel.se.Doubles from
£134.Ryanairhas flights from
Stansted from£41.

16HotelAmanda
Haugesund,Norway
Thishotelwitha filmtheme isonthe
waterfrontof this smallport—ashort
drive fromthewestern fjords.Roomsare
largewithbeautiful views.
Hotness factorLovelyNorthSeaviews.
Detailschoicehotels.no.B&Bdoubles
fromabout£115.Ryanair flights from
Stansted from£54.

17CasaHonoré
Marseilles, France
YoucouldeasilymissCasaHonoré: it’s
tuckedawayacoupleof streets fromthe
waterfront. Inside, there isa courtyard
witha smallpool, aroundwhichare set
fourminimalist roomswithdesigner

bathrooms. It feels likeasecrethideaway.
Hotness factorMinimalisthideaway.
Details i-escape.com/casahonore.php,
casahonore.com.Doubles from£131.
Ryanairhas flights fromStansted
from£48.

18HotelContinental
Oslo,Norway
This isa stylishhotelwithbrilliantoriginal
arton itswalls.Thedownstairs caféwas
oncegiven rave reviewsbyJosephHeller
. . . and theonlyCatch22here is the room
rate (it’s expensive).
Hotness factorUpmarket,wonderfulart.
Detailshotel-continental.no.Doubles
from£213.Ryanairhas flights from
Stansted from£18.

19PousadadoPorto
Porto,Portugal
An18th-centuryBaroquepalace
thathasbeenturned intoan
ornatedesignhotel.Therearepublic
rooms fullof artandsweepingcurtains.
Bedroomsareslickandmodern.There’sa
terrific infinitypool.
Hotness factorBaroque,withcoolpool.
Detailspousadas.pt/historicalhotels.
Doubles from£216.Ryanairhas
return flights fromStansted from£59.

20HôtelLeSaint-James
Bordeaux,France
I’veneversharedaroomwitha
Harley-Davidson(orriddenone),butI
can’t resistclamberingonto thebeastand
pretendingtozoomthroughBordeaux’s
vineyards. Imaynotride intotheFrench
winecapital, butIcanseethewaythrough
thevinesfromthelightwoodbed.All 18
roomsandsuiteshavethesamevista, some
bedsbuilt lowtolookthroughthevines,
othershighto lookoverthem,andalso
taking inthehotel’s sleekpool.
DesignedbytheFrencharchitectJean

Nouvel,whotookhis inspirationfrom
tobacco-dryingsheds, themetalgrille
exteriorof thishotel, tenminutes fromthe
airportatBordeaux, risesupstarkly from
thevines. Inside, therearemoretreats,
mostnotably intheformofMichelPortos,
a two-Michelin-starchefwhoservesup
gastronomicdelicaciesusing locally
sourcedproduce intherestaurant.But
nothingbeats theHarley.
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Hotness factorRevyourselfup fora
Michelin-starred treat.
Details saintjames-bouliac.comor
relaischateaux.com.Doubles from£188,
Harley-Davidsonsuite from£385.
EasyJethas return flights from£50.
JaneKnight
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Above, Hotel Sacher in
Vienna (4)



 
      
 
 

 
Date 22 May 2010 
Page 48,49 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
    

Copyright material. This may only be copied under the terms of a Newspaper Licensing Agency  
agreement (www.nla.co.uk) or with written publisher permission. 
 
For external republishing rights see www.nla-republishing.com 

Object of desire An antique four-poster bed, above, at the Château de Bagnols, near Lyons (1). Right: sheer opulence prevails at the Hotel Sacher in Vienna (4)


